
Santa Maria Cemetery District 
Board Minutes 

Location of Meeting: 1501 S. College, Santa Maria, CA 93454 
 
Meeting Date 2/8/16 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 9:01 
A.M. 
 
ROLL CALL:  
PRESENT: John Tunnell; Chairman Mark Evans; Co-Chair; Lee Diaz; Trustee; Cole 
Lucas; Trustee; Bob Engel; Trustee 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Becky Badenell, District Manager; Carrie Troup, C.P.A.; Karen 
O’Neil Kirk & Simas 
 
DISTRIBUTIONS: None 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: The Board reviewed and approved the minutes 
of January 11, 2016 regular meeting. Motion by Lucas, second by Evans. Ayes: Diaz, 
Evans and Lucas. Abstain: Tunnel, Engel not present. Motion carried. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
Guest: Hallie Holden & Steve Kahn representing the City of Santa Maria reported on 
development east of College.  
Guest: Russ Garrison presented further information related to the development. 
 
5. ITEMS FOR ACTION/OLD BUSINESS    

(a) Joe Beaudet & Tim Sieffert of Dan Blough Construction discussed a change 
order for block wall regarding the wall color. The Board approved of the 
change order pending on Diaz’s or Engel’s final approval. Motion by Engel, 
second by Evans. Ayes: Tunnell, Engel, Evans, Diaz and Lucas. Motion carried.  
(b) The District Manager reported on the status of the abandoned plot 
project. 
(c) Karen O’Neill of Kirk and Simas presented the board with information on 
the Board member compliance schedule and will email the board members a link 
to the required training. 

                                                                                                         
6.   ITEMS FOR ACTION NEW BUSINESS 
 (a) Izzy’s Management discussed the gopher problem on the district grounds  
 and presented a proposal for $6,000 initial treatment and $4,167 monthly. 



 (b)The board discussed the development east of College 
  
 (c) The board discussed burial space and determined that the cemetery has  
 adequate space for the foreseeable future. The board approved Resolution 
 #01-2016 regarding sufficient burial space for the foreseeable future.  

Motion by Lucas, second by Evans. Ayes: Engel, Evans, Diaz, Tunnell and 
Lucas. Motion carried. 

 
 (d) The Board discussed need for a new vehicle. 
 
 (e) Election of new officers:  

 Evans nominated Diaz as Chairman; Second Tunnell. by Ayes: Engel, 
Evans, Diaz, Tunnell and Lucas. Motion carried. 
 

 Tunnell nominated Evans as Vice-Chairman; Second by Diaz. Ayes: 
Engel, Evans, Diaz, Tunnell and Lucas. Motion carried. 
 

 Tunnell nominated General Manager Badenell as Secretary. Second 
Evans. Ayes: Engel, Evans, Diaz, Tunnell and Lucas. Motion carried. 
 

 Tunnell nominated Evans as Treasurer.  Second by Diaz. Ayes: Engel, 
Evans, Diaz, Tunnell and Lucas. Motion carried. 
 

   
7.   FINANCIAL REPORT: Carrie Troup, C.P.A. presented the financial report.  
  
8.   MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
BURIAL INFORMATION FOR  January 2016 
 
NUMBER OF CREMATIONS: 8 ( 0 Southlawn, 8 original side)  
FULL BURIALS:  31 (14 original side, 17 Southlawn) 
INFANT: 2 ( 2 Southlawn, 0 original side) 
41 Total   
Southlawn Statistics:   Burials: 767 
                                         Pre need: 662 
                                         Available: 2,202 
24 Graves have sold in the New Development (old office area)                                                       
0f those there’s been 7 Burials 
  
The fence and pillar on Southlawn from the incident in October is finished. 



 
9. TRUSTEE REPORTS: 

a. Trustee Diaz – Will contact Mr. Posada and will look at paint chips for the 
wall on the grounds. Reported that he will gophers at CAPC Conference he will 
be attending. Thanked Mr. Tunnell for the service as President for the past 2 
years. 

b. Trustee Tunnell – None 
c. Trustee Lucas – None 
d. Trustee Evans – None 
e. Trustee Engel - None 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 A.M.  
 
Next regular meeting will be Monday, March 14, 2016. 


